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To the Editor: 
Re “Another Day of Reckoning for Big Oil” (editorial, Jan. 16): 


If there’s one thing the petroleum industry understands, it’s money. Both lawsuits and the global divestment 
movement can hit Big Oil where it hurts most. 


| applaud New York City’s lawsuit seeking damages for the cost of efforts to address climate change and its 
decision to divest city pension funds. The petroleum industry’s decades-long campaign of cover-ups and 
disinformation is public knowledge. Like Big Tobacco, it will have to pay for the harm done and the long-deferred 
social and environmental costs of production and use of its product. 


| hope New York’s effort succeeds where others failed. | hope it starts an avalanche of similar efforts. The dying 
coal industry should take note, because it is also part of the problem. 


Dollars can’t fix everything. But dollars can compensate some losses and propel us toward a green-energy 
economy, a healthy environment and a sustainable future. 


CAROL STEINHART, MADISON, WIS. 
To the Editor: 


Kudos to Mayor Bill de Blasio for acting to counter our dangerous dependence on fossil fuels. While it’s valuable 
that New York City is suing and divesting from fossil fuel companies, championing sustainable fuels must begin at 
home. 


The mayor should begin mothballing not only the S.U.V.s that accompany him but also the city’s roughly 5,600 
heavy-duty municipal trucks that consume 60 percent of fleet fuel and generate at least 60 percent of its 
greenhouse gas emissions. The city should invest in turning our food waste and wastewater into clean, renewable 
biogas fuel that could power all these vehicles. 


If Sacramento, Toronto and Portland, Ore., can fuel their fleets with biogas fuel, why not New York? 
JOANNA D. UNDERWOOD, NEW YORK 
The writer is founder and a board member of Energy Vision. 


To the Editor: 


New York City’s Attack on Fossil Fuel Companies; Letters 


Mayor Bill de Blasio merits praise for his announcement that New York City will sue Big Oil for damages incurred 
from climate change. But the fossil fuel industry must be held accountable systematically, and not merely through 
piecemeal, long-shot lawsuits. 


It is time that Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo instituted a statewide carbon tax, which would force all fossil fuel companies 
to pay for the true costs of their emissions — costs that are currently being shouldered by taxpayers in the form of 
dirty air and worsening storms. 


A recent University of Massachusetts study demonstrated that a modest polluter fee starting at $35 per ton of 
greenhouse gas emissions could generate about $7 billion in state revenue every year. This money could be used 
not only to drive investments in renewable energy, but also to protect shoreline communities and to support fossil 
fuel workers as they transition to the clean energy economy. 


Making Big Oil pay for its emissions may well be the key to financing a sustainable future. 
ARI R. LIEBERMAN, BROOKLYN 


The writer is legislative coordinator for 350Brooklyn, an affiliate of the international climate action group 350.org. 
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